FOR RELEASE THE WEEK OF FEBRUARY 20, 2026

METAL BAND BLACK HALO RELEASES DEBUT ALBUM, UTOPIA, AFTER 15 YEARS OF
DELAYS

FEBRUARY 20, 2026 (GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND)—Metal band Black Halo has released
their debut album Utfopia over fifteen years after most of it was recorded. The delay’s primary culprit?
Singers. Lasting from one to eighteen months, six different men came and went for diverse reasons:
creative differences, headed to prison, personal troubles, apathy, financial problems, and being a poor
fit. After seven years, and with everything else recorded and even mixed, guitarist Randy Ellefson
couldn’t take starting the vocals over with another singer yet again.

“I gave up,” he says. “I could never use the previous guy’s performances because it’s a concept album,
and a singer change meant a character change that wasn’t there. With it being one of my solo albums,
there was no one to take over when I burnt out over this.”

Six years passed before Ellefson had the heart to try again, with Atlanta’s Chase Breedlove (singer #3)
returning to get it done a decade later. It still took two years, and mixing had to start from scratch,
doubling the album’s cost.

Fortunately, the concept album’s subject hasn’t lost its relevance. The internet continues to offer us
help, hope, and shared connectivity — with the growing undertow of misinformation, deep fakes, and
bullying. Against this backdrop, the album’s main character struggles to cope with the harsh realities
of modern life. His disillusionment is reflective of real people, who are increasingly abandoning social
media and its shallow connections.

“Except for connecting with fans, I don’t use social media anymore myself,” says Ellefson, “after one
too many unnecessary incidents. Rather than having become dated, the album reflects the reality we
live in even more than when I wrote it.”

Utopia tracking listing:
1. Utopia

. Reality Distortion Fields
. The Core

. The Synthetic

. Upon Deaf Ears

. Run Away

. Darkness Falls

. In Death I Linger On
9. A Kiss From Beyond
10. The Wake

11. Sign Language

12. Two Lights Beckon
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Releasing February 20, 2026, Utopia features guest performances by drummer Dirk Verbeuren and
singer Bec Hollcraft. Half the songs and lyric videos have already dropped, with Black Halo amassing
over 12k monthly listeners on Spotify weeks before the full release. Visit
https://linktr.ee/blackhalometal for Black Halo’s social media, merch, and website hub.

H#

FOR MORE INFORMATION, send to blackhalo@randyellefson.com.
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